St. Mary Angler Fly Fishing - Call Toll Free 1-800-667-2311 15/01/08 9:13 PM

ST.MARY ANGLER Cimberley, 8.C. VIA 3H5

TOLL FREE: 1(800)667-2311

FLY SHOP A

2007 Season IReview

Lastwinter left uswith just overthe long term averageamount ofsnowthat weusuallyget. This
meanttherivers of the EastKootenayregionof British Columbiastartedout with enoughwaterfor a
good spring fresheTherunoff startedin earlyMay, wasin high gearby thethird weekandhad
peakedby earlyJune.Rainfall throughoutthe seasorwasmostly below averageafter June.Thedaily
temperaturesvere normal,exceptfor July whenit waswarmerthanthe long term averageThis left us
with manyhot, clear,beautifuldaysthroughoutthe seasonThe combinationof lower rainfall and
increasedemperatureseantour riverswere O.K. in termsof flows, but the guidesdid haveto get
out to walk the boatsoverthe odd shallowledgecomeSeptember.

Rainfall:
June July August September
Month
Long Term 52.7 38.2 mm 31.6 mm 27.3 mm
Average millimetres
Monthly
Rainfall
Rainfallin 2007/60.8 mm |18 mm 10 mm 12 mm

Temperature:

June  uly IAugust September
Month
Long Term 216 C [25.6C 25.4C 196 C
AverageDaily
High

Temperature
Temperaturén [22.1 C [31.4C 26.3C 19.7C
2007

By May 15thwe hadalreadybeenfishing our favouritealpinelakesfor a coupleof weeks We
experienced lot of beautifulspring weatheand White Swanand Premierlakesproducedsome
spectacularesultsaswe fished chironomidsandtook in the annualmassivehatchof flying ants.We
landedandreleasednanybright rainbowsin the 14 to 16 inchrange aswell asbiggerbeautiesn the
orderof 17+ inches.We hadplenty offun manoeuvringour pontoonboatsamongsthetight lines on
thesepicturesquebodiesof water.By early Junewe werekeento hit theriversfor somedry fly
fishing.

By mid-Junethe St.Mary wasdfishableandby earlyJuly we weretaking clientsout on boththe St.Mary

andthe Elk rivers. As alwaysthe freshethadredistributednanymillions of tonsof river sedimentand
removeda numberof ripariantrees.Theresultwasthe creationof a few newsandandgravelbarshere
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andthere,andthe removalof othersin differentareasOn June30thwe guidedour first float downthe
St.Mary Riverandon July2nd wehostedour first guests on th&lk. Thetemperaturavasalready
hangingaroundthe early 800§ . andthe fishing wassurprisinglygood earlyon. Duringour first trip
out on theElk thetwo anglerscaughtandreleasedaround50 fish. Mostwerein the 14 -15 inchrange
but we did land a few of thosechunky 17 inchers!Sothe seasorstartedout on theright foot.

During the monthof July the fish foundtheir summergroovesastherivers settledin to their new
surroundingsBy the endof thefirst weekthe St. Mary wasfishing very well. Eachhole andriffle was
producinghungrycutthroats Many werein the averageslot of 14 to 15 inchesandwe werefortunate
to land somegorgeousl 7-18 inchcuts. The anglerswere alsoexperiencingyood catclratesby this
time. Thedominanthatchesvere GoldenStonesand Yellow Sallys.By the third weekwe noticedthe
yellow andbrownhoppersactivein the adjacenfields signallingthe moveto terrestrials By the last
weekof July the EIk wasin prime form. Cutthroatsvere coming tothe surfaceto takeour flies with
greatregularity. The averagesizereleasedvas15 inchesanglerswere catching20-25 cutthroatseach,
we werelanding fish adargeas18 inchesaandthe grasshopperaere everywhere!

We startedAugustwith a trek to the beautifulBull River. Thereis very little fishing pressureover
theresothe trout wereripe for thefooling! As soonaswe unloadeda few good castsvherethe fly was
allowedto drift downthroughthe feedlane,thetrout wereon it right of way. This produceda lot of
fun andexcitementaseachanglercaughtandreleasediround20 fish inthe 12-14 inchclass.We also
pulled inafew lovely 16 inchcutthroats At the end of the day the anglerscommentedn howtheir
armsfelt spentandwhata good feelingthat was!

After the Bull, it wasontothe SkookumchuclRiver with heruniqueremotesettingandability to
produceall kindsof fish within a scenicbackdropthat isjust breathtakingMeanwhilethe St.Mary was
fishing very well with good catchratesand somebig fish showingup. Oneanglermanagedo release
four 17+ inch cutsduringonefloat. The grasshopperaere providing plenty offeedby mid Augustas
they were pretty well omnipresentBy the third weekof Augustthe hatcheson theElk alsoincluded
Blue WingedOlives, GreenDrakesandeventhe odd stondly. Thefishing on theElk remainedstrong
with plenty ofchunky cutstestingthe line of our anglers.Theweatheremainedyood forthe month
with hot daysandclearskies. Theemperaturestartedcooling offin the morningsaswe approached
the lastweekof August.

By theendof thefirst weekof Septembethe weathemwascool enoughthat wewerewearingwaders
in the mornings.Giventherain this summemwashalf of the normalamount weusuallyget, we were
noticing the effecton therivers. Thatsaid,the Elk continuedto fish well aswe caughta lot of nice,
big, healthylooking fish in September.As the localsmovedfrom fishing to huntingpursuitsandthe
vacationingkids took their parentsbackhomefor school,we hadtherivers pretty well to ourselves.

By mid Septembepn theSt.Mary wewere noticingthe morningswerefishing a little slower,while
the afternoongproducedwell. At the sametime the OctoberCaddiswere coming outof their cocoons
and hatching.This left the cutswith their last opportunityto really gorgethemselvedeforewinter and
theytook full advantagef it! This left usthe chanceto catchmanyof thesefat fish. Theirstomachs
were big androundastheykeyedon thehugenumberof OctoberCaddis.Latein the monththeygot
the addedbonusof a big Blue WingedOlive hatchwhich neitherthey, nor us, passedip!

We continuedto fish into early Octobercatchingsomereally nice sizedfish on theElk and St. Mary
rivers. Surethe waterlevelswerelow andthe morningswere cool, but the placewasempty andhe
fishing wasvery exciting! Fall really is a greattime to fish outhere!

Sothereyou haveit. 2007 wasanothemgreatyearon theSt.Mary, Elk,Bull and Skookumchuckivers.
Theweathemwasconsistentlysunnyandclear,asthe rain stayedawaya little morethanusual. The
seasorstartedon time,therivers producedwell throughout.andfinishedvery strong. Wehada
wonderfulyearof fishing and greatlyenjoyedandappreciatedrour patronageWe hopeto seeyou
nextyearandarebooking2008 tripsnow. We will be attendingtradeshowshis winter and hopeto see
you there!Havea safewinter and donOhesitateto call us at 1-800-667-2311 tochataboutnextyearO:
availabledays.
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Takecare,

Kd&g}

Kelly Laatsch St. Mary Angler Fly Shop.

2007 FISHINGREPORTS

(Report #1, 2007/05/15)
The lakesare openand fishing very well!!

We havebeenfishing our favouritelakesof the EastKootenay'smainly White Swanand Premier for
a coupleof weeksnow. We havebeenexperiencingeautifulspring weathewith all theleaves
burstingandthe flowersstarting tobloom. Temperatureareinching up everydawith thingsin the 20-
24 degreeCelsiusrangethis week(68-75iF). While on thelakes,the wind hasbeenpretty steadyin
the morning,but by laterin the afternoonthings havebeencalmingright downmaking itrealnice
from late afternooninto the early evening.Both lakeshaveturnedoverandthe levelsarebuilding, but
normal,asthe spring freshehasdefinitely begun.Thewateris clear- just right for fishing.

During thelasttwo weekschironomidfishing hasbeenspectaculaasthis is the mostprominentfood
in thewater.About 80%of thetrout'sdiet consist®f the wide rangeof chironomidsthat inhabitthese
waters.Did you knowthat therearealmost2500 differenttypes This early seasorwe havealsobeen
observingscudseechesandshrimpin the diet asthefish slowly maketheir way to the shallows to
feaston theabundanthironomidhatches.

The mostproductiveway of fishing at this time consistsof pulling big patternson thebottomby using
awet line andtrolling. Anotheroptionwhich canbe equally effectiveis to OchironomidishOwhich
entailsusinga dry line andrunninga long leaderaround15 to 20 feet.We just anchoralonga drop off
ledgewith backto the wind andcasttowardthe deepwaterletting the chironomidsink. By observing
the movemenbf theindicatorwe canseeandfeel the big rainbowswhenthey hit the fly andwe are
off to an excitingfight with thesehealthyfish! The lakeshavebeenfishing fabulouswith Premier
beingjust a touchabovetherest.

As you havefigured from the descriptionabove the chironomidshavebeenhatchingsteadily,but we
just had our annualbig hatchof flying antsasthe weatherhastakenusinto that zone.

Pulling leechesdamselsfull backsandhalf backshasbeenvery effective.ln addition,the snowcone
chironomidhasbeenmosteffective.On the surface flying antpatternshavebeenexcellentduringthe
recenthatchso we havebeenblessedwith a lot optionsthesdast few weeks.As you canseethefish
arehungryandout feedingsteadily.

Therivers of southeasterB.C. arenow closeduntil Junel5th becaus®f spring runoff and cutthroat
spawning.Yestheriversarein full runoff modeaswe speak.This earlybut strong freshetould mean
somefabulousearlyriver fishing onceeverything,andl meanthe millions of tonsof sandandgravels
havebeensortedoutin theriver channels.

We arelooking forwardto a greatfishing seasorandhopeto seeyou on thewaterthis summer!

(Report #2, 2007/05/27)

High Water and Abundant HatchesDominate on Premier Lake.
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Sunday wasur day for a trip to PremierLake. Theweathemwas,in a word, Ocrazy(herain came
andwentall daylong, butwe managedo stayout therefor mostof it. While therainrefusedto leave
for long, therewasabsolutelyno wind on theday. This lack of wind wasa Godsendo us aswe were
fishing long leaderson thistrip.

The lakelevel is now at the high end asrunoff from the mountaings really pouringin. However,the
waterremainsclear. Todaywe basicallystayedwith the chironomidstyle of fishing; anchoringon the
drop-off ledgesand castinglong leadersnto the abyss.

We usedmanydifferent patterngo seewhat theywould takeandwhatwasnot on themenu.Overthe
courseof the day, Premierfishedvery well. We noticeda lot of the biggerfish movingout from the
shallows save wereleft to catchmoreof smallerguysin the 14-16 inchrange.Thatsaid,we did
mangeto catcha couplebiggerbeau®is the orderof 17+ inches Betweerthe 2 anglers20 fish were
caught.Thingshavedefinitely calmeddown from the frenzy of a weekagowhenthe chironomids
were hatchinglike crazy,butthefishing wasstill pretty good on thd.ake.

As May comesto an endthereis a lot morefood on thewaterandthe fish arekeyingon certain
types. Chironomidsarestill hatching,but they arenow accompaniedhy damseflies andan
assortmenof May flies.

Sowhatworkedon theday you ask May Fly patternssuchasCopperJohns LighteningBugs,aswell
asleechpatternsWooly Buggers Damselg(alongthe edges)yandchironomidsall workedwell. The
trick to successvasto keepchangingthingsaroundtill we found out whatwasworking bestfor that
time of theday.

RiversWatch:

The St. Mary andElk riversarein full runoff asthe weathercontinuesto heatup andburnthe snow
packoff the mountains. We canOteally gettoo close,but from our ‘'rubbertire reconnaissancé’
lookedlike thefreshetis in full gear.We alwayslike to seeit comeandgo asearlyaspossible!

Thefishing seasorooksto be shapingup asa good oneandwe hopeto seeyou up inour neckof the
woodsthis summer.Checkout our new St. Mary Angler GuestHousefor an alternateplaceto stay.

Takecare,

KarenandKelly

(Report #3, 2007/06/17)

While the St. Mary is fishable, it is not yet guidable!

Todaywe took our first St. Mary River reconnaissandeip of the seasonWe floatedthe St. Mary
from Wycliffe to thetakeout at Fort Steele Becausef the high velocity of the waterwe areableto
float two of the four sectionsof the River in a day with ease.

Theweatheron thisday wasovercastwith rain on andoff. It wasdefinitely spring weatherut it felt
greatto be backon theRiver! Thewaterwashigh, but continuego drop everyday, normalfor this
stageof the freshet. Thewaterclarity wasfair for this time of yearat 2 to 3 feet.On the journeywe
encounterednanyfallen treesalongtheriparianzoneasthe River continueshe procesof renewal
undercuttinghere,and building overthere.We noticeda fair amount ofdebrison thewater,aswell as
somenew areasof accretionwhich causedhe River to changets flow from time to time. It wasnature
atits best,| guesghat iswhy they saynot to build on theflood plain!

Becauseof therobust naturef the River at this time of year,we fish it a little differentthanin the
summermonths.Todaywe fished quite abit from the boatand castedowardsthe bankedgeswerethe
fish tendto hug atthis time of year.We alsopulled overa few timesandwalkedup someof the back
channelsaandfishedthem like theyweresmallcreeks!

file:///Users/greg/St.Mary%20Angler%20website/St.Mary%20Angler%20wE/st%20mary%20angler%20web%202004/fishingreportarchivetest2007.html Page 4 of 18



St. Mary Angler Fly Fishing - Call Toll Free 1-800-667-2311 15/01/08 9:13 PM

At this point, theriver is fishable,but not guidable. We did catcha few nice cutthroats- the average
sizein the 14 to15 inchclass.We managedo catchandreleases to 6 each.The cutthroatdooked
very healthyandin greatshapeso we havegreatexpectationgor the upcoming season

In termsof hatchesGoldenStonesareemerging.aswell asa few caddisin the evening.We alsospiec
the odd Yellow Sally anda few PaleMorning Duns We fisheddry flies only; the attractorpatterns
alwayswork well at this time of year.Stoneflies, (Stimulators- yellow and orange) ChernobylAnts
and Lime/Royal Trudeswereour flies of choice.

Lake Update:Thelakesaresitill fishing very good, particularlyWhite Swanand Premier.Both are
ProvincialParkswith greatcampingfor you earlyseasorcampersout there. The EIk River andthe
tributary streamsarestill in full runoff mode.

The St. Mary Angler Fly Shopis now opendaily. Feelfreeto dropus a line aboutavailabledaysat 1-
800-667-2311.

Takecareandgood fishing!

Kelly andKaren

(Report #4, 2007/06/26)
The St. Mary is fishable, so here we go again!

Todaywe headedbut to the St. Mary River for our final 'dry-run’ of the seasorastomorrowit is for
real. We floatedfrom the Pumphousell theway to the Mission. It wasa beautifulsunnyearly summe
day with very little breezeanda warmtemperaturef around28 degree€ (82iF). We evendid a
little waderlesgwet) wadingasit waswarmenoughwith only our quick drying pantsandfelt boots
betweenus andthe water.

The River is definitely starting tocomedown. We have4 to 5 feetof visibility now. While thewater
is still high - normalfor this time of year- it looksgood. lItreally makesonewantto pick up thefly
rod andheadon outto any river andstartcastingthat dryfly!

The St. Mary Riveris adry fly fishery.In the Regulationst is deemedh ‘'Fly Fish Only' streamwhere
oneis not allowedto usea strike indicator,or weighton theline. Any weighthasto betied intothefly
pattern- sothereareno coneheadr beadheadlies allowed. Fortunatelyfor you andme, thedry fly
fishing is spectaculaandthe cutthroatgust love to takethefly on thesurface!

As todaywasa testday, we basicallyfloatedto the bestlooking sectionsandbegancastingdry'sto the
unsuspectingutthroats. In our effort to seea lot of water,we did not linger andonly workedeachrun
for a short time.Thatsaid,we werelucky to turnfish ateverystop! Wecaughtabout15 fish each
averagingl4 inchesln addition,we did bring one nice cutthroatto the boat- at nice,chunky,17
incher.Thefish lookedasif they havewinteredwell andnow arehungryandaggressive.We suspect
the spawningis just aboutover andthe cutsaremoving backinto the main stermof the River where
they arestarting toeye up theirsummerfeedingstations.

Yellow Sally's, LimeTrudes,andof coursethe big stoneflies werethe dominanthatchesOh, ya,
Caddisflies were alsoshowingwell in the evening.We like to usebig attractorpatternson theSt.Mary
River andeveryonethat hasbeenwith usfor a float knowswhat the guideslove to use. Forexample,
todaywe liked theTurk Tarantulasyellow and OrangeStimulators ChernobylAnts (sized10 and
12), Yellow Sally's, RoyabndLime Trudesand Caddis(sized12 and14).

DownstreamWe will befloatingthe EIk River this weekend CanadaDay is July 1st-andwe will
havea reporton that trip. We haveheardfrom thefly shopsin Ferniethat theElk is producingfish,
butit is still high andpretty cloudy. The St. Mary Riveris now guidableandfrom now until July 5th,
we havea reducedateof $399.00 forl or 2 people(1 boat). As always,we include our world famous
lunchin the package! We haveour first groupof guidedclientsout tomorrowfrom Wisconsin. They
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seemed/ery excitedto be thefirst fishersto breakin the St. Mary Riverin 2007.

Hopeto seeyou on theRiver soon!

(Report #5, 2007/06/30)
The St. Mary is clear and lots of fun on our first trip out!

Todaywe guidedour first float of the seasordownthe St.Mary River.We floatedfrom The Missionto
Fort Steeleon thisbeautiful,sunnyday. Thetemperaturevasaround28 degree€ (82iF), with only a
slight breezean the afternoonto moderatethis hot summerday.

The St. Mary Riveris giving usabout4 to 5 feetof visibility now andthe waterdepthis droppingwith
everyhot day we experience.lt is still runninga bit high, but we arestarting toseethe debrisline that
hasformedalongthetop of the banksowe aredefinitely on thedown sideof things.

Onceagainwe dry fly fished,gettingout of the boatto work the backchannelsvheremanycutthroats
arelurking atthis time. This approachallowedusto fish from the shorequite abit, thenjump back
into the boatandfloat downto anothergreatspotoncewe hadworkedthingsover.

Most of thefish releasedodayfell in the 10 to 12 inchrange,but we did catch2 largefish that broke
the 16 inchbarrier.Theclient caughtandreleasedaroundl5 fish whichwaspretty good sincéhe had

neverreally fly-fished before.Sothe fish aredefinitely starting tolook up andfeedaggressivelyvhen
thefly is presentegbroperly.

In termsof hatchesthe GoldenStoneflies arehatchingand moving upstreanfrom the Kootenay
River. The Caddisand Yellow Sally's arealsoshowingwell. Todaywe fishedwith Yellow and Orange
Stimulators,Caddis,Lime Trudesand ChernobylAnts.

PlanningAhead:

Make sureyou checkthe fishing regulationsbeforeyou comeasa few of our Region4 riversarenow
Oclassified@his meansyou arerequiredto havea speciallicenseto fish thesestreams.We are
hopingthat licensingsystemwill be availableondine comeSeptembesoin the future you will be able
to geteverythingin advanceof your trip.

(Report #6, 2007/07/2)

The EIk River is ready to go!

Todaywe decidedto headoverto the Elk Riverto checkit out. We floatedone of thetwo lower
sectionsof the River andthe weathemnwasabsolutelybeautiful. As usualthe Elk hada little wind
blowing upstreambput not enoughto botherour casting.Thetemperaturegeachedipwardsof 29 C(
84iF). It wassomeof the nicestweatherof the seasorio date,perfectfor our Canadaay long
weekend.

While the weathemwashot, the EIk River itself is still very cool sowe hadto wearour wadersfor the
inOs andutOs athe day. TheRiver s still quite high,but thereis about3 to 4 feetof visibility andit is
droppingdaily with the hot weather.Our spring freshewaspretty good forus this yearasit wassmall
andit did not comeall atonce,sowe sawlimited flooding andan early startto the season.

Todaywe decidedto only dry fly fish andthat turnedutto be a ton of fun. To our benefit,thefish
were up andfeedingon thesurfacein manyof theruns. We just hadto find thefly theywantedand
theywould comeripping out of the waterto grabit. We noticedsomeof the fish would swimunder
thefly to checkit out andeithertakeit, or passon by. Itwascool to watchthe whole thing unfold.
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We fishedcloseto the bankedges aroundandbesidelogsandrocks- everyareawherewe thought
the cutthroatswere holding. This yearwe arenoticingthe River hassomenewlog jamsin someareas
andin otherareagheyarenow disappearedAll this meansewchannelsutandold onesfilled in.

In termsof the fishing, the two of us caughtandreleasediboutl5 fish eachOur approachwasto
bring up acoupleof fish in anarea,thenjump backinto the boatand moveddownstreanto checkout
anotherspot. We caughtmanyfish in the 13 to14 inchslot, aswell asa few nice andchunkyfellasin
the 16 inchrange!

Therewerea lot of hatchesn theElk Rivertoday. It wasalmostlike everysectionwashatchinga
differenttype of bug. GolderStoneflies were hatching,aswell asYellow Sally's, Caddisindsome
GreenDrakes.

We foundthat theStimulators- Orangeand Yellow - body sizel2 and14 wereworking, aswell as
caddis,sizel2 and14. Wetried Royal Wulff's, H&L Variants,Blue Wing OlivesandBlack Ant
patternsMost of the flies we usedbroughtup atleastonefish. All in all it wasa very fun day andthe
Elk River is definitely guidable!O

Aroundthe Bend:

Comeandcheckout the Kimberley areaif you like togolf andfish. We havemanychampionshigolf
coursesaswell asspectaculadry fly fishing. Combinethetwo togethermand spenda few daysin the
GreatCanadiarRockies.

Takecareandgood fishing.

(Report #7, 2007/07/5)
The EIk River is sizzling hot with fishing action, wildlife, aswell asthe temperature!

Todaywe headedbackoverto the Elk River asit hasbeenfishing fabulously.We floatedone of the
two lower sectionsamidsthot, dry weather.Todayit tipped theToledoOat 36C or 97;F. We slathered
on thesunscreenbut left the wadersbehindE summeris definitely here!

The wateris droppingasthe hot summerdayshavegrippedus. We now haveaboutfive feetof water
visibility. While thereis still alot of thewaterin the runs,thingshavedroppedenoughsowe cansee
the gravelon theRiver bottom,typical for this stageof the year.The River is now flowing evenlywith
nice runs,riffles and pocketwaterforming.

Todaywe did a combinationfloat/wadetrip. Giventhe Elk hassomenice spotswherewe cangetout
of the boatand castto the lurking cutthroatsalongthe banksandin nice pools,we took advantagef
it. Theresultwassomespectaculadry fly fishing! As long aswe hadtheright bug on thdine, many
fish wererising for it. The cutthroatsarein greatcondition- very nice andchunkythis yearwith very
bright red slashesunderthe mouth- healthylooking fish indeed.

We did very well todaycatchingandreleasingaround50 cutthroatdbetweernthetwo anglers. Most
werein the 14 -15 inchrange but we did land a few of thosechunky 17 inchers!In additionto the
fish, thewildlife wasin full view aswe sawa numberof young buckssportingtheir newvelvet
antlers.Thebird life wasalsoexceptionablongthetrip asmanybirds weresingingandfeedingon the
different hatcheof the River. We evenexperiencea coupleospreydiving and catchingfish rightin
front of us! Onthedrive overwe evensawtwo big hornedsheepon thesideof theriver bankwith
their two babyBilly's. Whata day for experiencingandviewing nature!

Todaythe GoldenStoneswvere hatchingagain,aswell asYellow Sally's, Caddisindsomesmall
midges.In responseo this activity we usedRoyal Wulff's, Royal TrudesandH&L Variants(14 and
16). Weareseeingthe Orangeand Yellow Stimulatorsworking well (12 and 14). ChernobylAnts
(brown, orangeor yellow) size10 and12 gotgood resultsLime Trudes(12, 14 or16) and Turk's
Tarantula(10 and 12) werealsocastedWe usedBlue WingedOlivesto matchthe smallmidgesthat
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were hatching,with good success.

Whata wonderfulday on theRiver it was! Tomorrowwe areon theSt. Mary River so staytunedfor a
Mary Report.

Hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #8, 2007/07/11)
The St. Mary River is forming up well and providing us with excellentfishing!

Todaywe floatedfrom the Mission downto the mouthof the KooteneyRiver at the Fort Steele
takeout.This trip downthe St. Mary River waspartof anothewvery hot day with temperatures
reachingaround35 degree€elsius(95jF). It is now niceandhotin the CanadiarRockies!

Theflow of the St. Mary River is droppingvery nicely andthe runsandriffles arestarting toform up
well. TheRiverlooksto bein greatshapeputthenagainasa wild river that isallowedto renewitself
eachspring freshetthat isto be exceptedWe arenow at the stagewherethe River hassettleddown
enoughthat wedo nothaveto float a doubleleg, sowe areconcentratingon regularsingle section
floats of oneof thefour runs.

As perusualwe decidedto getout of the boatquite abit andfish thepoolsandriffles from shore We
really enjoywalking the bankedgesand castingthat dryfly downthe seamline wherethe fish like to
sit andsip their lunch.

On the day the St. Mary fishedvery well. Eachhole andriffle producea hungrycutthroat.Many were
in theaverageslot of 14 to 15 inchesput we werealsofortunateto lure a few 17-18 inchcutthroatsto
our fly. Cutthroatgendto feedaggressivelandwhentheyaredeepin thewaterlooking up intothat
feedlane,but you mustpresenthefly andmendit correctlysoit floats naturallydownthe seam.Then
with any luck the cutthroatwill like your bug andshootupwardsto grabit. On this float the anglers
landedaround50 cutthroatdetweerthem, avery productiveday indeed.

The dominanthatcheson thisrun includedGoldenStonesand Yellow Sallys.In termsof flies, we
usedYellow and OrangeStimulators(12 and 14) with good succesdVe alsotossed RoyahndLime
Trudes,Royal Wulffs, GreyWulffs, H&L Variants(12 and14) in additionto Orangeand Yellow
ChernobylAnts (10 and 12).

Looking Ahead:

For alittle variety, we will be headingup tothe Bull Riverin a weekor soto checkit out. We are
expectingthe waterto be downandthefishing to be great!

Hopeto seeyou on theriver soon!

(Report #9, 2007/07/23)
The St. Mary River Canyon Run is ready for somesun and fishing fun!

Todayour destinationwasthe CanyonRunon theSt. Mary River. Theweathemwasonceagain
beautiful,with temperatureboveringaround30 degree€elsius(86iF). Therewasa slight breeze
alongtheRiver, just enoughto refresh,but not enoughto pushthefly lines.

The St. Mary River wasa coupleof feethigherin the last coupleof days,aswell asa little darkerdue
to arecentheavythunderstormTodaythe River hasdroppedbackdownandthe greenishcolor was
almostgonewith the clearwaterreturning.
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We floated,climbing out of the boatat eachhole that lookednviting. Becausehefish hadnot eaten
muchfor a coupledays,theywere surehungrytoday! All day long thefish werecoming toour dry
flies. Theaveragdish releasedvas13 to14 inchesput we alsocaughtandreleased nice 18 inch
cutthroat,aswell asmany16 inchersWe easilylost asmanyaswe hookedup. Wehadtwo boatsn
the Canyontodayandeachanglercaughtandreleasedrom 18 and25 cutthroats.

During the float we did not seeany significanthatchef note,although wedid seea few stoneflies.
That said,we did noticethe yellow andbrown hoppersarenow activein the adjacenigrassfields
which signalswe arenow movinginto the summerterrestrialseasonWe againusedstimulators,Royal
Trudes,H&L Variants,Royal Wulff's, Grey Wulff's, ChernobylAnts and Brown Hoppersin the size
12 to 14 slot.Eachfly we usedgaveus somesuccessandthe useof all of them resultedn a greatday
of fishing.

We hada lots of fun on theSt. Mary River today.
Bull River Update:

We fishedthe Bull River on Sunday angheis still about3 feethigh andoff color - alittle greenish.
We caughtandreleasedish aroundthe mouthsof thetributary creeksenteringthe Bull. Theflow and
colouris reducingvisibility sothe cutsdid not seemto seethefly very well today.On the sceneryside
the float wasabsolutelybeautifulandwe enjoyedjust gettingout for the afternoonWe will give the
Bull River a couplemoreweeksto settledown, by thenit shouldbe fishing very well. We will let you
know whenit roundsinto form.

Call 1-800-667-2311 totalk to Karenaboutthe daysstill availablefor a float. Our schedulés filling
up fast,so call us soonif you wanta specificday.

Takecare,andwe hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon.

(Report #10, 2007/07/28)
The Elk River is Firing on all cylinders, as July rolls to a close!

Todaywe decidedto headoverto the Elk River. We hada coupleseasonednglerson boardwith us
todaysothe expectationsvere high, evenif theydon'tgetoutasmuchastheylike! We floatedthe
lower sectionof the River asit usuallybodeswell for landing somenice cutthroatsandthe sceneryis
stunning.

The weathemwasvery warmtodaywith temperatureseachinga smoldering 34 degre&3elsius(93iF).
As usualthewind pickedup nearthe endof thefloat, no surpriseshere!

The waterconditionswerejust right for the float asthe levelshavedroppedinto the nearperfectrange
Thefish seemnto havesettledinto the summerperchesjust wherewe hopeto seethem. TheElk is
clearandall-roundwonderful.

We fly fish fromthe boata bit morethanusualon thissection,asit seemso be the bestway to getto
the fish withoutspookingthem. Ourgameplanis to float closeto logs, big rocksand other
obstructionsand castaround,behindor besidethem intothe pools.This canbe very difficult from
shore thusour extendedime in the boat. After the castthe planis to geta good driftand maybe just
maybe,we will pick up anice 17 or18 inchcutthroat!

The Elk wasdefinitely on todaywith cutthroatscoming tothe surfaceto takeour flies with great
regularity. Theaveragesizereleasedvas15 inchesandthe four anglerscaughtaround20-25 cutthroat
each.The nicestcutthroatof the day wascaughtby a 14 yearold lad who landeda 18 incher- whata
treat!

Grasshoppersn tanandyellow arenow herein full forceasAugustis upon us- size10 and12.
Besideghe hopperspthersuccessfupatternsncludedblack and cinnamonants- size14 and16.
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Chernobylants,H andL's, Royal Wulffs and stimulatorsalsoworkedout well - size12 and14.

Theweatherin our regionof southeasterBritish Columbiais now greatandthefishing is spectacular
Comeandcheckus outon-ine or call 1-800-667-2311 tochataboutavailabledays,aswell asthe
fishing.

We hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #11, 2007/08/04)
The Bull River is Beautiful!

Todaywe wentup tothe Bull River andfloatedthe wonderfulsectionthat traversethe backsideof the
Rocky Mountains.Theview wasspectaculaandthe weathemwasperfect. Thingshavecooleddownto
a comfortabletemperaturef 30 degree€elsius(86iF.). We seemedo be geta little of that
transboundargmokefrom the forestfires from Montana.Dependingon theday andthe wind
direction,smokecanblow in or out of this valley, andtodayto our benefit,it wasmovingout. We do
havea few fires burningin

our area.However,theyareway in the backcountryandbeingmonitoredcloselyasthey areallowed
to burnthemselve®ut accordingto naturesrules of forestrenewal.

Thewateron theBull hasdefinitely comedown sinceour lasttesttrip up intothearea.But it still has
not reachedts normalsummerdepth.Thatsaid,the poolsarewell formedandtherunsarein great
shapeto hold cutthroats. Thewaterclarity is very good aswell.

We floatedmostof the day asit allowsusto castthe fly into watersthat arehardto reachfrom shore.
The cutthroatdike to hangin the poolsbehindthe rocksandof courseit allowsusto castto the
sectionswe caneasilyaccessrom the boat.On a coupleof occasionsve did takethe opportunityto
getout andstretchour legsandsoakup thescenery clicking a coupleof photosfor 'winter
pondering"!

As presumedthetrout seemedo be very hungrytodayastherehasbeenvery little fishing pressure
over here.As soonaswe unloadeda few good castsvherethefly wasallowedto drift downthrough
the feedlanethetrout wereon itright of way. This produceda lot of fun andexcitementon theday.
Eachanglercaughtandreleasedaround20 fish inthe 12-14 inchclass.We alsopulled ina few lovely
16 inchcutthroats At the end of the day the anglerscommentedn howtheir armsfelt spentandwhat
a good feelingthat is!

In termsof hatcheseverythingnow is making wayfor grasshopperastheyareomnipresent!

We usedmanydifferentfly patterntypesandsizes(10-16) which broughtthe cutsto the surface.
TheseincludedRoyal and Grey Wulffs, Lime Trudes,Turks Tarantula,stimulators- orangeor yellow,
black andcinnamonants,Adams,Parachutéddamsand of coursetanandyellow grasshoppers!
River Roundup:Thefishing hasbeenconsistentlygood andhe weathethasbeenabsolutelywonderful
with a few wind exceptionsComeandyvisit the spectaculaRocky Mountain- EastKootenayareaof
British Columbia!Call 1-800-667-2311 totalk to us aboutaboutconditionsand details.

Hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #12, 2007/08/08)
Skookumchuck River Report: what is old is new again!

Todaywe roseearlyandheadechorthfrom Kimberley up by CanaFlatsto the majestic
SkookumchuclkRiver. Theweathemwasspectaculaandthe thoughtof fishing this pristine little gemof
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a streamspurnedusto be the first peopleto castour linesin its emeraldpoolson thisday. The
temperaturavasa nice 30 degree€elsius(86F.) andthe sky wasclearandcalm!

The waterconditionsarenormalfor this time of yearandthe poolsarewell formed.As this trip
requiresusto hike in to beginour day, we sawsomewildlife which alwaysaddsto the experience
deergrazingin meadowsandan eaglesoaringhigh above.On this day our biggestchallengewas
finding the perfectplaceto startfishing - far enoughbackinto the canyonto avoid any body elsevho
may be venturingout there.Our choiceis to be aloneon thisbeautifulstream!

We dry fly fishedfor the day aswe walkedandwadedalongthe River. We just loved shootingthe
line justto let it drop softly behinda rock or a pool whereyou knowtherehasto be a nice sized
cutthroatlurking. We would casthefly andputa nice mendon theline to makethefly drift naturally
alongthe seamandwait, studyingthe water,to seeif a cut takesit. We would do thisa few timesand
thenmoveontothe nextgood lookingpool or run wherewe suspectedhe nextfish would bewaiting.

On the day we pickedup fish ineveryhole andwe caughtandreleasedh few nice 16 inchersWhat
fun it was! We could seefish feedingon amidge hatctsowe tied on somemallflies - Royal Wulffs
and ParachuteAdams(hi vise onessizes14 and16) andwatchedthe fish comeandtakethem! The
yellow andorangestimulators(sizes12 and14) alsoproducedwell.

The SkookumchuclRiver washer usualbeautifulself producingall kindsof fish with a scenic
backdropthat isjust breathtakingYou canwalk a long way backinto the canyon,or just fish were
you feelcomfortablecloserdown. Thekey is to geta good drifton yourfly andyou will eventuallyge!
a fish tocomeup andlook andevengetfooledenoughto takeit! It is a specialplaceamongstature
to be andfish.

River Roundup:Theweathemascooleddowna bit, but the fishing is still hot! Call 1-800-667-2311 tc
talk to Karenor Kelly aboutconditionsandavailabledates.

Hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #13, 2007/08/11)

St. Mary River Report: E for Extreme!

Todaywe floatedthe St. Mary River from the PowerLine - downthroughthe S Bends -to the takeout
at the PumpHouse.Thewaterhasdroppedquite abit in this sectionof the Mary andwith the
emergencef thebouldersin the S Bends, thipieceof Class3 categorywhite waterprovideda bit of
an extremethrill today!

The weatherhascooleddown quite abit from whatwe havebeenexperiencingoverthe last month.
Thetemperaturen theday hoveredaround20 degreef£elsius(70jF), alongwith sunnyandclear
skies, mostomfortable We hada big storma coupledaysagowhich hascooledeverythingdown for
thetime being.

The waterconditionson theSt. Mary River arenormalfor this time of year.Waterflow is still good
andtherunsarein good shapewith theaddedrain we hadfrom the stormthe River is looking
extremelygood now.

On the PumpHousesectionwe tendto float a little morethanon theothers,but we still getout of the
boatandlay a line acrosghe odd runhopinga fish will feedon thefly. Boatsarereally a bonusfor
fishing this River becausét givesyou theoption of eithershore..andfor somereasorthefishing
alwayslooksbetteron theotherside!

The St. Mary fished extremelywell todayaswe took advantagef thefish coming backo feedafter
the stormhadslowedtheir activity for a day or so. You know you will havea good daywhenthe
fishing is greatright from the start! Todayour anglercaught35 cutthroaivith 3 or4 inthe 17 inch
category!Thesewere somereally nice sizedfish. Therestwerein the 14 inchslot. We alsowere
surprisedto catcha robust 21 incleutthroatwhich really threwusfor a loop whenit cameleapingout
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of the River. Whata
treatto land andreleasehis fish!

The dominanthatchcontinuesto be the grasshopperastheyarestill all overthefields and
accidentallyfalling into the River for thefish to dine on fromtime to time. Therewasalsoa little bit of
a caddisfly hatchin the evening,but nothingreally to write homeabout.

In termsof flies, we useda Yellow Humpy whichworkedgreat(size 14). In additionwe usedyellow
stimulators,Royal Trudes,Royal Wulffs, Lime Trudes,tan or yellow hoppersandof coursethe
ChernobylAnts, which all contributedo an excellentday of fishing (size 10-14).

PlanningAhead:If you cangetaway,comeandvisit usin Septembeasit is a wonderfulmonthto fish
here.Most peopleare off theroadsandtherivers andthefishing is fabulous!Checkout the fishing
reportsfrom previousyearsandcall 1-800-667-2311 totalk to us aboutwhatyou canexpectand
availabledays.

Hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #14, 2007/08/21)
The Bull River Report: Good presentationis rewarded with goodresults!

Todayour fishing destinatiorwasthe Bull River. As we left the fly shopearlyin the morningthewind
seemedo be picking up somewhatiowever,aswe droveoutto Fort Steeleand headeddownthe Bull
River roadwe left thewind in the othervalley. We traveledin behindthe Rockiesto the sectionof the
Mountainscalledthe Steeplesvherethe weathemwasbeautiful. The peaktemperatureéodaywas
around22 degree€elsius(72iF). Themorningshavebeenpretty cool lately, almostcool enoughto
makeone ponderthe coming ofFall. But that will changethis weekendaswe expectthingsto heatup
again.

Thelevelsin our rivers aredroppingthesedaysandthereis somesectionson theBull, aswell asthe
St. Mary andthe EIk that wehaveto getout andpull the raft around.This is quite normalfor this time
of year.We haven'tseenmuchrain this summer put therivers areholdingtheir own andlevelsarein
in thenormalsummernange.

As perusual,we dry fly fishedfor the cutthroatsandtheywere up andfeeding.Our approachwasto
park the boatandfish eitherbehindrocksor alongthe scatteredbstacle®f the shoreline. Ourcasters
todayhada lot of skill sotherecastingwasaccurateandtheywereableto constantlymendtheir lines
to geta good drifton thefly. This combinationof feedingfish andquality anglersresultedin manyfish
beingenticedto thefly, caughtandreleased!

Both of the anglerscaughtandreleasedbout30 fish todayTheaveragesizewas14 inchesandwe
sawa few niceandbulky 16 incherslt wasdefinitely a lot of fun out on theBull Rivertoday.Usinga
boatreally allowsan anglerto coverlots of waterandgetinto thosehardto reachplacesonejust can't
do on awade.

Therewereno notablehatchesn thewatertoday- just theregularmultitude of hoppersanda few
small midges.We took the leadfrom the midgesand usedthe Blue WingedOlive patternto matchthe
hatch.Oncefall showsits colorswe will seetherealBlue WingedOlive hatch,aswell asthe October
Caddis.Thereis alwayssomethingo look forwardto on therivers of southeasterBritish Columbia.

In additionto the B.W.O, the othereffectiveflies usedtodayincludedRoyal CoachmanH&L
Variants,Royal Wulffs, GreyWaulffs, Yellow Stimulatorsand Tan Grasshopperésizes10 to14).

Aroundthe Bend: Septembers coming andt canbe an excellentmonthto fish on ourrivers. The
angling pressurslowsdownandthe weathertendsto be sunnyandwarm, beautifulfor angling. Com:
and experiencehe Fall in the CanadiarRockies!Call 1-800-667-2311 fordetails.
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Hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #15, 2007/08/29)
Elk River Report: the water levelsare normal and the fishing is fine!

Todayour destinationwasthe lower sectionof the EIk River. Theweathemwasvery pleasantvith only
a few cloudsto markan otherwiseclear sky with a maximumtemperaturef around25 degreeCelsius
(77F). Theweatheris starting totakeon thefeel of earlyfall asthe morningshavebecomea little
cooler.Thatsaid,one hasto dressin layersbecauseghingsalwaysheatup asthe day progresses.

The Elk Riveris flowing alongatits normalratefor late summerandis particularlybeautifulat this
time of yearwith thefall colorsjust starting toshowaroundthe edgesThe poolsandripplesof this
freestoneaiver arenow at their bestfor walk andwadeanglers,aswell asthosefortunateenoughto be
floating it. Thepoolsareclearandcrisp, but the cutthroatsremainvery hardto seebecausef their
amazingnaturalcamouflageWe know from experiencehat thesgoolsarefull of fish asthewaterat
this level concentratethem forus. This leavesan anglerwith an excellentchanceof gettinggood
hookups,assuminghe castis good!

At this time of yearoneonly hasto put a good casbverthe bubbleline, thenit is up tothefish to
decideif it wantsthefood you areoffering or whetherit is waiting for somethingelse.On today'strip
we floatedquite abit, stoppingandholdingthe boatin areaswhereit really benefitsthe angler.Casting
from the boatis greatasone doesnot haveto worry aboutthe treesbehind,or slippingon therocks
underfoot! The cutthroatswere feedingvery well today.We think the coolermorningspushthefish to
feedaswatertemperaturestartthe day at around56 degree§. andmoveto an afternoonhigh of
about66. A perfectrangefor fish to feedandbe active.

Sowith the right temperatureandall this activity, how did it fish? It fishedvery well for the angleras
he caughtandreleasedaround30 fish. Thisincludedsomenice 16 to17 inchcuts.

The funny thing aboutthesefish isthat theyseemto preferto comeup andtakethe fly asslowwwwly
aspossible!This type of soft 'hit'really testsone patiencebecauséf you pullthat flyimmediatelyas
you feelthem, you willpull it right out of their mouth.On the otherhand,if you let them takéhe fly
andwalk awaywith it you will definitely be hookedup! You just haveto havegood selfcontrol and
not gettoo excitedout there!

The hatcheswve havebeenobservingon theElk lately include Blue WingedOlives, GreenDrakesand
eventhe odd stondly. We anticipatethe emergencef the OctoberCaddisin the very nearfuture. In
additionto imitating the hatchesdentified above we alsohadgood succesaith eitherblackor
cinnamoncoloredants.Varioushopperpatterns the bullet headhopper thetanhopperandthe
parachutehopper- alsoworkedwell. Parachutéddams,Royal Wulffs, Grey Wulffs andLime Trudes,
sizes14 and16 areworking too. In reality, manyflies will work if you geta good drifton yourbug,
but the onesmentionedabovearetried andtrue!

Septembeclalling: Septembeis a greattime to fish ourriversif you like to'matchthe hatch'.Blue
WingedOlives, GreenDrakesand OctoberCaddisall comeoff andit is greatfun to fish for the
cutthroatstrying to fool them withyour fly! In addition,theriversare pretty quite comparedo the
summermmonthsandthe changingleavesprovidean awesomebackdrop.The weathertendsto be pretty
nice aswell.

Feelfreeto call usat1-800-667-2311 todiscussa float or talk aboutthefishing.

Hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #16, 2007/09/07)
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The Elk River SeptemberReport.

TodayO#ip to the EIk wasovercastand cool enoughto wearwaders We experiencec downstream
wind whichis not normalfor the Elk, but a pleasansurpriseto the guiderowing the boaton theday!
Thetemperaturgpeakedat around20 degree€elsiusin the afternoon(70F.). It madefor a beautiful
Fall dayin the CanadiarRockies.

The waterconditionson theElk arenormalfor this time of year.The River is holdingfish in manyof
its pools,aswell ascloseto the shore.Thefish beingin closeto shoremakeswadefishing very good,
but fishing from the boatincreaseshe chanceof catchingfish evenmore.lt is simple,you justsee
morefish habitatand morewatermeansmorecutthroatdooking for food.

We floatedprimarily, gettingout to testthe nicestpoolsby castingour linesinto theruns.Thefish on
the Elk River haveseena fair numberof anglersthis yearsowe haveto usea 5 to 6X tippetand
smallerflies to interesttheseexperiencedellows!

Todaythe Elk fishedvery well. While we caughtonly a few in themorning, it pickedup substantially
in the afternoon.The averagesizefish caughtodaywas15 to 16 inchesEachanglerreleased®0 to25
fish with a few in the 17 to 18 inchrangehooked,foughtandlanded.We are catchinga lot of nice,
big, healthylooking fish atthis time of year.

The Fall hasarrivedon theEIk. This time of yearbrings withit manyspecificbugsincluding; Blue
WingedOlives,Lime Trudes,Caddisand GreenDrakes.This leavesthe fish with a wide variety of
food choicegthroughoutthe day. If you fish arun andhavesomesuccesstry changingthefly around
and castingagain.Thesefish areusedto a lot of variety of food in the waterandtheywill probably
comefor it a secondime round.Thatassumegou geta good drifton thefly, asany dragreduces
your chance®f enticinga fish significantly!

Smallflies arevery effectivethesedays.Blue WingedOlivessizes14-18, RoyalWulff's sizes14-18,
CinnamonAnts sizes16-18, Stimulators orangeandyellow - sizes12-16 areall producingwell.

Fall is Here:

Feelfreeto give usa call aboutbookinga Fall trip with us. Comeandseethe St. Mary, Elk, Bull or
Skookcumchuckivers deckedoutin all their fall colors. This time of yearis a greattime to bein the
Rockies.Thespectaculapalateof yellowsandorangessetoff againstthe blue sky is spectacular!

Hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #17, 2007/09/08)
St. Mary Report: Fall is emergingalong with the caddis!

Todaywe floatedthe Canyonsectionof the St. Mary River which runsfrom Wycliffe downto the St.
EugeneMission. It wascool this morning,starting outat a brisk 10 degree€elsius(50 F.), but
warmingup throughouthe day to a high of 25 C(77 F.). We had sunand cloudtoday,but no wind
which wasexcellent.

The Fall colorsarestarting toshowastheleaveson thetreesareturning bright orangeandyellow
creatinga spectaculasettingagainstthe backdropof the Rockies.It mustbe nearinghuntingseasoras
all the deerandbucksaremovinginto thetown of Kimberley for shelter,yesFall is here!This is good
for uskeenfly fishersbecausave areseeingvery few anglersduringour floats.

The St. Mary River flows arenormalfor this time of year.For walking andwading- theriver is great
asyou cannow crossin lots of areasHowever,you still haveto walk a waysto getto the River - but
if you do notmind thewalk the River is great.The bestway to seethe St. Mary River remainsvia a
float. It really doesnot comecloseto manyroadsandit feelsandlooks pristine andbeautifulasyou
float from poolto morepools.
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We floatedtoday,gettingout on thesandbars$o castfor hungrycutthroats As Fall is here,thefish are
feedinghardasthey cansensewinter coming. Thesunnydaysbring the cutsto the surfacevery
readily. Sowe arecastinginto the nicely formedpoolsandin runswherethe waterlooksto be low,
but we know from experiencas holdingfish.

Todaythe St. Mary fishedmediumto good. Itwasslow in the morning,but pickedup inthe afternoon
With thewarmingtemperaturesfter lunchthe cutthroatswere up andfeeding!We caughtand
releasedaboutl5 eachWe alsohada nice cutbowon theline that reachedboutl17 inchesaandit was
full of jump! We havenoticedthe Kokaneg(landlockedsockeyearecoming up intahe lower parts
of the St. Mary to spawn.This meanghat wehaveto passover someof the poolswherethe cutsare
just sitting in the bottomdownstreanof the spawningfish, slurpingup theireggs!

The OctoberCaddisarejust coming outof their cocoonsand hatching.We are seeingBlue Winged
Olives hatcheson theovercasidays.Thegrasshopperarestill ubiquitousin the fields andalongthe
banksof the River aswell. Whatwe found mosteffectivetodaywasthe Yellow Grasshoppesizel2,
the orangeandyellow Stimulatorsizes10, 12 andl4's,the CinnamonAnt sizes16 and18, andof
coursethe ChernobylAnt sizes8, 10, andl2's- orangeandyellow!

Looking into Fall:

Be sureto checkthe fishing regulationsasthe beginning ofSeptembemeanssomepartsof the
Wigwam andthe Skookcumchuckivers arecloseddueto Bull Trout spawning.

Thereis still time for a trip sogive usa call at 1-800-667-2311 tochat.

Takecareandgood fishing!

(Report #18, 2007/09/11)
The October Caddis are making the cutthroats in the upper St. Mary fat!

Todaywe parkedour vehiclesup atSt. Mary Lake andlaunchedour boatfor a ride downto the
Pumphousé¢ake out nearthe Kimberley Golf Course.Theweatherprovidedus with oneof those
spectaculafall days- coolin the morningwarmingup to20 Celsiug70 F.) by mid afternoonagainst
the backdropof a clearblue sky with no breezeThetreesaredefinitely turning colorandwe are
seeinga few moreanimalscoming downto theriver to drink in the morningsandcheckout the
Kokaneespawningin the River. We sawonebearandlots andlots of white tail mulesandbucksthis
morning.

The St. Mary is now a little low for the boat,but normalfor this time of year.On this uppersectionof
the River, which is smallerthanthe restto startwith, the clientshadto hop out2 or 3 timessothe
guidecouldwalk it overthe shoals. Theipsideof the low wateris that thecutthroatare concentratedh
the nice big pools,or in thelong the runsstrewnwith boulders treesandlogs. Justwhereyou would
hopeto find thefish!

During the float we hoppedout andwalkedonto the emergenislandsto fish theruns.We walkedup
the River andfished manynice pools,got backinto the boat,floateddown to anothemprime location
andfishedsomemore.We took this approacthroughoutthe day.

In anticipationof winter, the fish wereactivelyfeedingon theSt. Mary today.We wereableto bring
in about50 cutthroatsith somenice onesin the 17 inchrange.And thesefish arefat! Their stomachs
arebig androundright now asthey havebeengorgingthemselve®n thehugenumberof October
Caddis.While thefish arevery activenow, onestill mustpresenthefly correctlyandgeta good drift
sothefly looks/floatsnaturally! Rememberyou haveto fool thesefish evenwhenthe feedis plentiful!

We haveseenmanyOctoberCaddisshellslying on therocksalongthe bankedges Grasshopperare
still outin thefields aswell, but their numbersarefalling. We respondedvith Stimulatorsto resemble
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the OctoberCaddis,plus caddispatternswith greenandtanbodies,sizes10 to14. Wealsousedthe
big OctoberCaddispatternin a size8. In addition,we tossed Royalrudes,tan Grasshopperandthe
guide'sspecial- the ChernobylAnt!

Thereis still time to book afloat. Call Kelly at 1-800-667-2311 totalk aboutthe conditionsand
availability.

Hopeto seeyou on thewatersoon!

(Report #19, 2007/09/12)

The EIk River produceswell for experts!

Our destinationtodaywasthe lower Elk River floating from Morrisseydownto Elko. We like this
sectionnot only becauseve know it sowell, butit is alsoa little closerto Kimberleyreducingour
traveltime.

Todaythe beautifulweatherasleft us aswe maxedout at about14 Celsiug60 F.) with overcasiskies
andrain. We actuallyhada good downpour herein Kimberley aswell asoveron Elk this morning.
The upsidewasthat withtherain, therewasno wind whichis a good thing!

Thewaterlevel on theElk is pretty good forthis time of year.We do nothaveto getout of theboatas
the River still hasgood flowto it. Thefishing conditionsarein their prime asthefish arestackedn
therunsand poolsof the River. Todaywe floatedthe Elk for somedistancecastingfrom the boatup
alongbankedgesbesidelogs andfallen trees.We would lookfor the bubbleline andcastinto it, make
a good mendand hopea fish would befooledandtakethefly insteadof the realones.With therain
comesmanyhatcheson theRiver. The EIk hasa limestonebottomwhich contributesto the many
hatchesve seeon thissystem.

On this trip eachanglercaughtandreleasedaround25 fish agheseguysareexpertfly fishers.They
startedto pick up fish afterthe heavyrain of the morningsubsided. Mosbf thefish caughtand
releasedvereholdingin 5 to 6 feetof water. The guyscaughtfour in the 17 to18 inchrange.They
werefat cuts,very healthylooking andbright in color.

In termsof dominanthatchessmall midgeswere coming off,aswell asBlue WingedOlivesand
GreenDrakes.We usedBlue Duns,Blue WingedOlives, StimulatorsH & L Variants,GreenDrakes
andBlack Ant patterns sizes12 to16.

Septemberis a wonderfulmonthto fish theElk with beautifulfall colors,very few anglersandthefish
feedinglike crazybeforewinterrolls in!

Hopeto seeyou thisfall!

(Report #20, 2007/09/20)
The St. Mary River Report: it is cool, but the Blue Winged Olives help heat things up!

Todaythe harbingerof winter waseventaswe sawsnowon themountaintops. Thingsstartedoff at
around2 degree<€elsius(36 F) with cloudy skies. Duringthe day it warmedup toatepid 12 degrees
(55F). Goodthing we had our fleeceanda complimentof warmwadersaswe arein the grip of fall
now!

We packedup thetruck andheadeddownto float the PumpHousesectionof the St. Mary - the Golf
Courseto Wycliffe. Theflow of the St. Mary is gettinglow now, but we still havenot reachedhe
lowestlevelswe sawbackin 980Thewaterremainscrystalclearandthe runsarewell formedand
numerous.
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We floatedthe sectiongettingout of the boatwherethe endsof the pool weretoo shallowto float us.
We fishedtherunsandthe poolsandthe middle sectiongoo far to reachfrom shore With thelower
flows we hadlittle difficulty anchoringup wherewe wanted.This allowedusto castunobstructeaver
long distancesgrom the boat.

Todaywe sawwhatthe St. Mary really hasto offer in thefall. The cool weatherbroughton themost
robust BlueWingedOlive hatchwe haveseenso far this year. This motivatedthe fish to getup and
feedaggressivelyThe hatchoccurredust after lunchandwe werereadyfor it. Theanglersforgot
aboutthe cool temperaturesvhenthe guidefound the run with the feedingfish! Funnyhow it goeslike
that.

Eachanglerhookedandreleasediround20 cutthroatsSomewerein the 17 to18 inchrangeand most
were on thebig side,15 and16 inches fat andchunky.You cantell thesefish arefeedingvoraciously
asthey prepareghemselvedor thelong winter of inactivity ahead.

As mentionedabove, ,we experienced largeBlue WingedOlive hatch.We mainly fishedwith Blue
WingedOlives, but did try the GreenDrakesand greenor orangeCaddis'ssizes14 to 18 tochange
thingsup abit.

As the seasorstartsto wind downandthe weathercoolsoff, the fishing remainspretty hot.
Takecare.

Kelly

(Report #21, 2007/09/26)
The St. Mary River Canyon Run: late SeptemberOskinny@till provides somefun!

On this trip downthe St. Mary our choicewasa run of the Canyonsection,from Wycliffe to the
Mission. Todaywe experiencedoth sunandcloud, but on thewhole it wasa wonderfulfall day. The
patternof very cool morningspersists, buthe temperaturalid makeit up toaround16 degree€elsius
(600§) by midday. Thesunwasactuallywarm enoughto forceusto peela layerof clothing offl The
beautifulfall colorsareomnipresentisthetreesarein their fall luminanceandthe topsof the Rockies
arecarpetedn snowE spectacular.

The St. Mary is very skinny now aswe havehadvery little rainthis summerHowever,recentlyit has
comeup justslightly dueto the cool weather No doubtthe rain andsnowin the high countryhas
contributedto the stabilizationandslightrise in theflow aswell.

During our float we noticedthat alot of runswe usuallystopandfish areno longervery fishable.We
alsocould seethefish holdingin the fasterwaterin the deeperpartof the stream Soduringthetrip we
fishedfrom the boat,aswell ashoppingout andwalking the gravelbarsandedgescastingthefly as
we went.

Thefish wereup andfeedingtoday.The only challengewasthat onehadto be ableto castthefly to a
specificareaandgeta good longdrift in orderto touchtodayOfish. Thebig guysneededo seethefly
drifting for awhile beforetheywould hitit. During the float we caughtandreleasedaround20 fish per
anglerincluding a few cutbowsalongwith all the cutthroat.The averagesizecutthroatwas15 to 16
inchesandwe werefortunateenoughto seea couplein the 17 to18 inchcategory.Theseguyswould
comethedistancefor thefly if onewasableto maintainthe drift andnot allow any dragto occur!

Therewasnot a lot of hatchactivity today.We sawsomeBlue WingedOlives and Caddisaction, but
nothingto write homeabout.Sowe usedattractorpatternssuchasstimulatorsin orangeand brown,

Royal Wulffs andH & L Variants,aswell asBlue WingedOlivesand ChernobylAnts. All in all we

had a fine day of fishing setagainsta beautifulRocky Mountainfall.
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Until Next Year:
The Elk andthe St. Mary rivers havefishedwonderfully this seasorandwe havegreatlyenjoyed
showingeveryonethe watersarelucky enoughto float andwade.Thankyou forcoming up andeeinc

what we haveto offer and supportingthe St. Mary Angler. Here'sto anothersuccessfujear,thanksto
Everyone!

Havea safeand enjoyableoff-seasonSeeyou nextsummer!
Yours truly,

Kelly andKarenLaatsch
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